
 

 

February 2022  

Volume 57 ,  Issue 6  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

President's Message 2  

February Meeting Info 3 

Future City Philadelphia 4 

Membership Promotion 5 

CTTC Article 6-17 

Quaker City Climate   

Follow us on  

LinkedIn 

Thursday, February 17, 2022 

12:00 PM to 1:00 PM  

 

Virtual Meeting 

 

"Thermal Energy Storage Technology to Enable  

Microgrids with Renewable Energy Generation" 

 

Presented By: 

Douglas T. Reindl, PhD, PE 

 

Click here to register. 

 

There is no charge for this session, 

however, you must register in advance to receive  

the login information. 

 

The link to the webinar will be sent to all registrants 

prior to the event start time. 

  

See page 3 for more information. 

Save the Date! 
 

ASHRAE 2022 Golf Outing 

May 9, 2022 

11:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
 

DuPont Country Club 

1001 Rockland road 

Wilmington DE 19803 
 

https://www.dupontcountryclub.com/ 
 

Online registration and full outing details to follow.  

 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ashrae-philadelphia-chapter/
https://ashraephilly.org/meet-reg1.php?mi=330161&id=145
https://www.dupontcountryclub.com


 

 

2021-2022 
 

President 

Eric Feinschil 
 

President-Elect 

Judd Vail 
 

Vice President 

Dan Brown 
 

Treasurer 

Jason Trefz 
 

Secretary 

Tyler Holland 
 

Senior Governor 

Tim Reinking 
 

Governors 

Tyler Holland 

Anthony Scaccia, PE 
  

Attendance 

Colleen Mooney 
 

Basic School Coordinator 

James Lill, PE 
 

Chapter Historian 

Kristopher Verderber 
 

Chapter Technology  

Transfer Committee Chair 

Canaan Colwick 
 

Electronic Communications  

Mark Carbonaro, EIT 
 

Government Activities 

Anthony Scaccia, PE 
 

Honors and Awards Committee 

Tim Reinking 
 

Membership Promotion Chair 

Richard Adrian 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Hope Silverman 
 

Program Committee Chair 

Judd Vail 
 

Public Relations 

Tim Reinking 
 

Reception 

Colleen Mooney 
 

Refrigeration  

Hasanaat Prophete 
 

Research Promotion Chair 

Tim Reinking 
 

Special Events  

Judd Vail 
 

Student Activities Chair 

Tyler Holland 
 

Young Engineers in ASHRAE 

Tyler Holland 
 

 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

Fellow Chapter Members –  

 

This time last year, we were all attending the ASHRAE Winter Conference virtually 

from the comfort of our homes and offices. In 2022, many of us had the pleasure of 

traveling to Las Vegas to meet the companies, engineers, and innovators who are 

inventing the future of our industry. For those who could not make the trip, we as a 

board at the Philadelphia Chapter would like to continue to provide guidance and the 

knowledge transfer on topics that matter most to you.   

 

On the topic of continued guidance, we will be hosting our February monthly meeting 

as a virtual session with Professor Douglas Reindl. Professor Reindl is a professor of 

Mechanical Engineering at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is an ASHRAE 

Fellow, a past recipient of ASHRAE’s Distinguished Service Award, and the first 

recipient of ASHRAE’s George C. Briley Award for the best refrigeration article in the 

ASHRAE Journal. Professor Reindl will discuss “Thermal Energy Storage 

Technology to Enable Microgrids with Renewable Energy Generation”. 

 

We are happy to announce an in-person event slated for our March meeting. We’ll be 

hosting this meeting at Conshohocken Brewing Company’s King of Prussia Taproom 

facility. This venue gives us a unique experience for a formal presentation in their 

lecture hall and to network with friends and colleagues in a relaxed atmosphere in 

their Taproom. Please keep an eye out for upcoming event details via email or visit 

our website - https://ashraephilly.org/meetinginfo.php      

 

In order to continue providing meaningful content, please continue to support the 

Chapter and Society by attending monthly meetings and, if possible, by making 

Research Promotion donations.  

 

We look forward to seeing you in the upcoming months…    

 
      Eric Feinschil 

      Philadelphia Chapter President  

      c021@ashrae.net 

Our 2021-2022 Chapter Digital Directory is now available.  

 
This digital version has replaced the paper versions from years past. This provides  

flexibility during these challenging times, having access anywhere. It’s easy to use,  

highly interactive, and always up to date. We hope you enjoy this  

refreshed publication.   

 

The link to the directory is on our  home page on the website,  

or you may click here 

to advertise or purchase access to the directory! 
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Thursday, February 17, 2022 

12:00 PM to 1:00 PM  

 

"Thermal Energy Storage Technology to Enable  

Microgrids with Renewable Energy Generation" 

 

Presented By: 

Douglas T. Reindl, PhD, PE 

 

Click here to register. 

Abstract: 

 

Microgrids are smaller networks that include electric generation and distribution capability to provide power to users. 

Although microgrids are interconnected to larger utility networks, they are capable of disconnecting and operating 

independently; thereby, offering the potential to increase resiliency. Because the generation of electricity needs to 

constantly balance the demand, some form of energy storage is important to maximize the potential benefits of 

microgrids. This presentation will discuss how thermal energy storage is a strategic technology to incorporate into 

microgrids and how thermal storage can actually increase the proportion of electricity generated by renewable energy to 

further increase reliability. 

 

Meet the Presenter: 

 

Douglas Reindl is a professor of Mechanical Engineering at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison. In addition, he is the founding director of the Industrial Refrigeration Consortium 

(IRC) at UW-Madison. Professor Reindl has taught at all levels: undergraduate, graduate, 

and continuing professional development. Professor Reindl has developed an 

internationally-recognized series of professional development courses focused on industrial 

refrigeration systems with an emphasis on the safe use of ammonia as a refrigerant. 

Through the IRC, Professor Reindl works with some of the world’s leading food companies 

to improve the safety, efficiency, reliability and productivity of industrial refrigeration 

systems and technologies. 

 

Professor Reindl is an ASHRAE Fellow, a past recipient of ASHRAE’s Distinguished 

Service Award, and the first recipient of ASHRAE’s George C. Briley Award for the best 

refrigeration article in the ASHRAE Journal. He has served as a past chair and member of ASHRAE’s Standard 15 

committee – Safety Standard for Refrigeration Systems. Professor Reindl is a registered professional engineer in the 

State of Wisconsin. 

 

Professor Reindl has published 6 books and more than 100 technical papers on topics including: industrial refrigeration, 

building mechanical systems, energy systems, indoor air quality (including research on SARS-CoV-2 transmission in 

buildings), and solar energy. 

  

https://ashraephilly.org/meet-reg1.php?mi=330161&id=145


 

 

Philadelphia Regional Future City Competition 2022 
 

This year’s competition was held virtually on January 22. It was a very different experience, meeting over Zoom rather 

than in person which, unfortunately, caused a number of teams to drop out.  However, even with just 26 teams, it was a 

great success. The Philadelphia Chapter of ASHRAE was proud to help fund this competition by offering the Best Indoor 

Environment Award, which was presented to the team from Collingswood Middle School.     

 

Check out their website www.futurecityphilly.org for more information on this year’s competition. You’ll be able to view 

the video presentation and model slideshow of all the teams.  

 

The Philadelphia Regional winning team is Downingtown School and will be competing in the National Competition this 

month. As this also will be virtual, rather than having a finals competition, they will be producing a video of the 

competition, to be livestreamed on futurecity.org on March 23.  

P a g e  4  Q u a k e r  C i t y  C l i m a t e    F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2  

The model from Collingswood Middle School.   



 

 

994 Old Eagle School Road 

Suite 1019  

Wayne, PA 19087-1866 

P 610-971-2169 

F 610-971-4859 

The Philadelphia Chapter  

of the  

American Society of Heating, 

Refrigerating and Air 

Conditioning Engineers, Inc. 

Republication of material 

contained herein is expressly 

forbidden without official Chapter 

authorization.  The Chapter does 

not speak or act for the Society.  

Any member with material to 

submit for inclusion in the 

Climate can send the information 

to:  

 

Hope Silverman 

P 610-971-2169 

hope@mmco1.com 

  

Material can include letters to the 

editor, member news, upcoming 

events, comments on chapter 

programs or issues, etc.  
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Membership Advancement 
 

If you are currently an ASHRAE Associate Member, becoming a full Member is easier 

than you think! The following count toward the required 12 points to advance to full 

membership status. You must update your ASHRAE online biography and send an 

email to membership@ashrae.org to advance. 

 

 Non-accredited degree = 4 points Accredited degree = 6 points 

 PE = 4 points    Industry experience = 1 point/year 

 

 

 

What are the benefits of paying  

Philadelphia Chapter dues* ? 

Discounts:  

$200 Discount for Basic Class  

$150 Discount for 90.1 Seminar  

Free access to the Digital Directory 

And much more! 

  

* Note that Philadelphia Chapter Membership Dues are $35/year. 
 

To receive discounts, please remit you Chapter dues when renewing online or applying 

for a new membership. Feel free to upgrade online by clicking here or contact 

c021@ashrae.net for assistance.  

Visit 

our web site at: 
 

www.ashraephilly.org   

 

Follow us  

on LinkedIn 

New Chapter Member 

Juliana Soreo 

Jon Zevin 

Joseph Burdalski 

Michael Pieson 

Akshay Gopinath 

John Squeri 

Patrick Coughlan 

James O’Donnell 
 

New Student Members 

Joanne Norris 

Aaron Royal Fitch 

Michael Giuliani 
 

New Society Members 

Paul Spencer 

Jason Juhasz 

New Philadelphia Chapter & Society Members 

If you are currently experiencing hardship, especially with the current 

COVID-19 pandemic, please contact our Member Services Department  

at members@ashrae.org 
One of our Member Services Representatives will assist you in determining your hard-

ship case and provide guidance with respect to an adequate  

adjustment to your dues and other member benefits  

for the 2021 – 2022 Society Year.  

mailto:hope@mmco1.com
mailto:membership@ashrae.org
https://ashraephilly.org/meetinginfo.php?id=111&ts=1582077507
mailto:c021@ashrae.net
http://www.ashraephilly.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ashrae-philadelphia-chapter/
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Cleaning Indoor Air using  Bi-Polar Ionization Technology 

 
Dr. Philip M. Tierno Jr., Professor of Microbiology and Pathology, New 

York University School of Medicine 

 
April 2017 

 
Clean air, both outdoors and indoors, is an essential determinant of a healthy life and a person’s 
well being. 
 
Outdoor Air Quality OAQ): The federal government has made great progress towards cleaning 
outdoor air since 1970 via the Clean Air Act (CAA) and its additional amendments signed into 
law in 1990. This Act resulted in a significant 70% reduction of aggregate emissions of six 
representative indicators of common pollutants between the years of 1970 to 2014! Thusly, the 
CAA laws define the EPA’s responsibilities for protecting and improving the nation’s outdoor air 
quality utilizing the advances in science and technology to accomplish this task (1).  These 
outdoor air quality improvements have enabled many areas of the country to meet national air 
quality standards set to protect public health and the environment. To simply summarize: for 
more than 40 years the CAA has significantly cut outside air pollution even as the U.S. economy 
has grown. Because of the act, Americans breathe less outdoor air pollution and face lower 
premature death and other adverse health effects (1).    
 
Indoor Air Quality (IAQ): Despite public health awareness and progress on outdoor air 
pollution, progress on indoor air pollution has significantly lagged behind. The quality of air 
inside homes, offices, schools, day care centers, hospitals and other health care facilities (where 
multi-drug resistant bacteria reside), as well as other private and public buildings where people 
spend a large part of their life, is also an essential determinant of health and well being. 
Interestingly, indoor air quality is profoundly important for two main reasons. First, most 
Americans spend about 90% of their time indoors! Second, the EPA has reported that indoor air 
pollution is 25 to 100 times worse than the outdoor air. However there are some standards for 
indoor air. For example, if you work with certain chemicals, sprayed substances, powders or 
known carcinogens or allergens, the Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA), the 
EPA of the workplace, requires employers to reduce risk for workers (2).  The EPA has also 
developed some additional IAQ tools for schools (3). Certainly also the WHO (World Health 
Organization) has a long tradition in synthesizing the evidence on the health aspects of air 
quality and in providing air quality guidelines defining conditions for healthy air (4). IAQ is a 
term, which refers to air quality within as well as around buildings and structures, especially as 
it relates to the health and comfort of the occupants (5). IAQ is affected by gases (such as carbon 
monoxide and carbon dioxide), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), particulates, microbes 
(including bacteria, viruses and mold fungi), allergens, odors of a variety of types, and anything 
else that might affect the quality of the air. 
 
How We Make Each Other Sick: There are available techniques for cleaning indoor air, but in 
order to better understand these options it is imperative to first discuss the dynamics of how we 
make each other sick.  The great majority of human infections, about 80%, are transmitted by 
direct and indirect contact, and the remaining 20% of infections are transmitted by 3 other 
modalities, namely, common source (contaminated food or drink), arthropod vectors (such as 



mosquitoes and ticks), and true airborne droplets (particles 5 micrometers or less, which is 5 
millionths of a meter in size, and which do not readily drop to the affect of gravity. Infections 
such as tuberculosis, SARS and influenza can be spread in this way) (6).   
 
Contact Spread: For contact spread the perspective host must have actual contact with the 
source of germs. Such contact can be direct, indirect or via aerosol droplets. An easy to 
understand example of direct contact is shaking hands or kissing someone who has a cold, 
which can easily spread that cold virus to you.  Coughing, sneezing or talking (are aerosols 
which usually spread within a few feet from the source and the victim) in the face of another 
person in close proximity can also spread their germs directly to that person. On the other hand, 
indirect contact spread is distinguished from direct contact transmission by an intermediate 
object, usually an inanimate object (fomite) like a doorknob or other surface that a contagious 
person has touched or contaminated very recently, then afterwards, you touch it and then touch 
your eyes, nose or mouth or an opening in the skin which are the conduits of entry into your 
body.  
Airborne Spread: Airborne spread implies the spread of germs over a distance of more than 
several feet between the source and the victim. The infectious organisms are usually contained in 
droplet nuclei, which are 5 micrometers in diameter (5 millionths of a meter) or smaller in size. 
These particles can remain suspended in air for hours or days and do not easily fall to the forces 
of gravity. The classic example of airborne spread is the transmission of the tuberculosis bacillus 
by means of droplet nuclei. Another organism spread via airborne is influenza, and yet another 
virus called SARS. We also learned in the post-911 anthrax attacks on NYC and elsewhere that 
the spores of anthrax also travel well in the air and can be kicked-up, so to speak, in particles and 
dust (6).  

 
Allergens: Recently there was a report of a leaky dust filled vacuum cleaner, contaminated with 
Salmonella, which got re-suspended in the air each time the vacuum cleaner was turned on 
thereby infecting and re-infecting the household members.  What is important to understand is 
that dust particles can carry germs but they can also carry allergens. According to the CDC 
allergies are the 6th leading cause of chronic disease in the U.S. at a cost of about $18 Billion all 
told. An interesting statistic often quoted is that the average 1500 sq. ft. house accumulates 
about 40 pounds of dust over a year. And there are approximately 40,000 dust mites and debris 
that are contained in every ounce of dust. Breathing in such air can exacerbate existing allergies 
including asthma. Some ill health effects may show up shortly after a single exposure to 
pollutants in indoor air while some people can become sensitized to biological or chemical 
pollutants after repeated exposure. Other ill health effects may show up either years after 
exposure has occurred, or after repeated periods of exposure to poor indoor air quality (6). 
 
Greatest Risks: Anywhere there is a building or facility that houses numerous people over an 
extended period of time, there is an unquestionable need to provide and/or maintain the quality 
of the indoor air. This is especially so for hospitals, medical centers, and other medical facilities, 
because this is where most of the antibiotic resistant bacteria reside and where many sick 
people are housed. As previously mentioned 80% of all infectious diseases are transmitted by 
direct and indirect contact. This issue is especially important in hospitals where caregivers can 
contribute to unnecessary illness and even deaths. According to the CDC there are almost a 
million nosocomial (hospital acquired) infections that occur every year as well as about 75,000 
deaths from these infections at a cost to society of about $4 billion annually (7).  Nosocomial 
infections, especially those caused by highly antibiotic resistant germs, kill more people every 
year than pancreatic cancer, leukemia, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, and Alzheimer’s 
combined. These diseases are the subjects of large public-relations campaigns to raise 



awareness and solicit funds to combat them. Yet nothing as robust exists for nosocomial 
infections.  Certainly antibiotics have saved millions of lives over the past 65 years or so, and will 
save countless others in the decades to come but in one sense the world’s antibiotic use has been 
a 65 year experiment in self-sabotage. The selective ability to develop antibiotic drug resistance 
has allowed us to create more and more dangerous germs. Misuse of wonder drugs has created 
superbugs. Nowhere are superbugs more prevalent than in hospitals and medical facilities (6). It 
is of the utmost importance to prevent infection in anyway and everyway we can (including use 
of advanced technology that can maintain indoor air quality)., so as not to be faced with a 
treatment dilemma.  
 
Available Techniques for Purifying and/or Positively Affecting Indoor Air Quality: There 
are currently several technologies on the market that are useful to varying degrees for the 
purification of air and the maintenance of IAQ, allowing for reduction of infectious agents such as 
bacteria, viruses and fungi, as well as reduction in allergens and other particulates, especially 
useful in hospitals and other medical facilities. If we can greatly reduce or prevent an infection 
from occurring, we do not have to worry about antibiotic resistance or other problematic aspects 
of treating them. In a similar way reducing or eliminating allergens may more positively affect 
the 6th leading cause of chronic disease in the U.S. –allergies and asthma. These IAQ purification 
techniques are listed as follows in order of decreasing efficacy: Bi-Polar Ionization, PCO/PCI 
(photo-catalytic oxidation) technology, Needle-point Ionization, HEPA Air Filters, UV Light, 
Electrostatic precipitation. Of the aforementioned, there is only one technology that satisfies all 
of the tenants for providing clean indoor air quality for an entire building, which uses low 
energy, is effective against bacteria, viruses, and mold fungi (whether in air or on surfaces), 
neutralizes particulates, breaks down VOCs (Volatile Organic Compounds) eliminates unpleasant 
odors, eliminates static electricity, and produces no chemical or harmful by-products and this is 
accomplished by the production of positive and negative ions (bipolar ionization). That system is 
AtmosAir Bipolar Ionization.  

 
Bipolar Ionization: Bipolar ionization is created when an alternating voltage source (AC) is 
applied to a special tube with two electrodes. When voltage is applied to the tubes 
electrodes (like electricity is applied to a light bulb’s filament) an ionization field is 
produced around the tube (just as light is produced from the light bulb). However the 
ionization cannot be seen but its presence will result in “mountain air” freshness. Such ions 
occur naturally especially on mountain tops and waterfalls, where the production of both 
positive and negative ions purify the air. Such a system has significant commercial and 
industrial applications. The airflow distributes the energized ions into all spaces served by 
the duct system in an in-duct installation or into the application space if a standalone is 
used. The beauty of the AtmosAir system is just how easily it integrates into existing 
commercial and residential HVAC systems. Unlike most air purification systems AtmosAir 
seeks out particulates and contaminants, including germs and does not wait for pollutants 
to find their way into the filter within the air handler. Instead charged ions go to the 
contaminants in the space where you breathe, just as in nature, and do so in a 
continuous fashion and with continuous disinfection.  

 
These positively and negatively charged ions have an effect on dust particles, allergen 
VOC’s, odors, and bacteria, viruses, molds and mold spores. For example, regarding 
particles--- oppositely charged ions cause particles to attract to other particles and become 
bigger and heavier, by a process called “agglomeration”. These bigger heavier particles can 

now be better trapped by HVAC system filters so the filters operate more efficiently. Also 



many small particles that are generated within a space by people and their activities may 
never get to system filters and ordinarily stay suspended in air for long periods and can be 
breathed in, increasing the chance of illness and respiratory distress. The AtmosAir bi-
polar ion process will drop these to the floor quickly taking them away from where 
we breathe. VOC’s or gaseous chemical off gasses typically cause odors and irritations.  
These are also a major source of “Sick Building Syndrome” complaints, where people feel ill 
at work but feel better when they leave the building. Bi-Polar ions break down 
hydrocarbon chains that make up these complex compounds into immeasurable levels of 
carbon dioxide and water vapor. On micro-organisms like bacteria, virus and molds, bi-
polar ions will interrupt the reproductive ability of these organisms so rather than 
colony forming units (cfu) increasing and spreading and expanding, they shrink away and 
lessen the chance of infection.  

 
 
The Effect of  Bipolar Ionization generators on microorganisms: 
 
 The negative and positive ions that are generated by BPI are designed to treat and allow 
energy imparted by the ions to transform ordinary oxygen into Reactive Oxygen Species 
(ROS), Superoxides, Peroxides, and Hydroxyls. These ions have the property of clustering 
around micro-particles, and thus, they surround harmful substances such as airborne mold, 
viruses, bacteria and allergens. At that point, a chemical reaction occurs on the cell 
membrane surface, and they are transformed into OH radicals, which are powerfully active 
(Standard Oxidation Potential  [V] = 2.81 for OH vs H2O2 = 1.78 and OO2 = 1.23) and 
because they are unstable they rob the harmful substance of a hydrogen atom (H). The  
result is that they are inactivated by severing the protein on cell membrane, which causes 
the opening of holes, thusly destroying the entity. The OH radicals instantly bond with the 
removed hydrogen(H), forming water vapor (H2O) which returns to the air. It is most 
important to note that bipolar ionization kills microbes without damaging DNA (therefore it 
does not cause cancer) in the interior of cells and unlike other physical and chemical agents, 
such as UV light, radioactivity and use of caustic chemicals, BPI is totally GREEN and it does 
NOT adversely affect the environment in any way.  

 

 
See the figures below, which pictorially help explain this process: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mechanism for Inactivating Airborne Virus 

 
The positive (H+) and negative (O2-) ions 
surround the hemagglutinin (surface proteins 
that form on organisms and trigger infections) 
and change into highly reactive OH groups 
called hydroxyl radicals (•OH). These take a 
hydrogen molecule from the hemagglutinin and 
change into water (H2O). The ions destroy the 
virus surface structure, for example its 
envelopes and spikes, on a molecular level. As a 
result, the virus cannot infect even if it enters the 
body. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Air technology accomplishes these benefits by sizing systems that consist of one 
of more bi-polar ion tubes, to the airflow rate of the HVAC system and the particulars of the 
space. The system then saturates the spaces with adequate quantities of bi-polar ions to 
ensure these reactions can occur. See below some pictures of installed systems: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One advantage to the way the Air technology is applied is that it requires no re-
engineering of the HVAC system, requires no continual adjustment or maintenance except a 
replacement of the bi-polar ion tube every 2 years.  
 
In laboratory testing  systems have shown significant contaminant reduction 
capabilities. The active process of the ions saturating the space to get to the source of 
contamination shows great efficiency when compared to passive technologies that must 
bring the contaminant to the device to be affected. See the below chart of comparison testing 
of CADR rate (Clean Air Delivery Rate): 

 
 

 
 systems have shown good performance on dust particles, VOC’s and micro-

organisms both in air and on surfaces, see below some testing charts from this technology: 

 
 
 

Technology CADR Rate 

AtmosAir B-Polar Ionization 125 

Lennox Photo Catalytic Oxidation 47.4 

Honeywell Electronic Air Cleaner 35.8 

Emerson Polarized Media Filter 27.2 

Sharper Image Ionic Breeze 4.8 

GPS Needlepoint Ionizer 1.3 

Activetek PCO -3.9 

Mechanism for Inactivating Bacteria, Fungi 

 

The positive (H+) and negative (O2 
-) ions cluster together on the surface of 
airborne bacteria or  fungi, causing a chemical 
reaction that results in the creation of highly 
reactive OH groups called hydroxyl radicals 
(•OH). The hydroxyl radical will take a hydrogen 
molecule from the cell wall of an airborne 
bacteria or fungi particle.  

Source: Intertek ETL 
 
Testing was performed to standard ASNI/AHAM 
AC-1-2002. Testing rated relative performance 
on .3 micron particles in a standard 10”x10’x10’ 
chamber.  

Bipolar

Bipolar

Bipolar



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AtmosAir TVOC Testing 

Test Site 

Percentage 

Reduction 

Kilroy Realty 79% 

Hyatt Hotel 95% 

Staples Center 90% 

Santa Ana Schools 97% 

USC 97% 

Rivers Casino 90% 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Combined with the ability to provide cleaner and healthier air is also the ability for 

 systems to enable a building to save energy. When air quality and the typical 
contaminants are considered and a proven strategy is used to control those contaminants 
(per ASHARE 62.1 IAQ Procedure) ventilation code required outside air introduction can be 
reduced and greater volumes of already conditioned air can be re-circulated. This allows a 
building’s air handlers to cycle less and run for shorter durations and well as chillers and / 
or condensing units. This can enable significant HVAC energy savings sometimes up to 
20% which, in turn, will impact the overall electrical and gas, oil or generated steam cost.  
 
This strategy has been proven in several studies. The US Army in a project co-
sponsored by DOE conducted a study with AtmosAir and reducing outside air need in a 
test building. The study concluded that a reduction of outside air from 40 cfm (cubic feet 
per minute) per person occupancy down to 5 cfm per person combined with AtmosAir 

Source: Intertek ETL 
 
Testing was performed to standard ASNI/AHAM 
AC-1-2002. Testing showed performance on .3 
micron particles in a standard 10”x10’x10’ 
chamber. Without AtmosAir a 12.8% natural 
decay rate was measured while with AtmosAir 
supplying ions to the chamber an 85.8% decay 
rate was measured.  

Source: Aircuity Inc, EMSL Analytical, Healthy 
Buildings International, DTS Environmental 
 
TVOC levels as well as fixed gas levels were 
measured using Aircuity Optima monitors, EPA 
TO-15 and EPA TO-17 method analyzed by 
capillary gas chromatography and mass 
spectroscopy 

Source: Microchem Laboratory, Round Rock, 
TX 
 
Clostridium Difficile (C-Diff0 was studied to see 
the affect of AtmosAir bi-polar ions. After 24 
hours the percentage reduction was 99.98% 
when compared to the control group, a 3.64 log 
reduction. 

Source: AntiMicrobial Test Labs, Round Rock, TX  
 
Staphylococcus Saprophyticus, Escherichia coli 
and MS2 Bacteriophage were aerosolized in a test 
chamber and a control group and test group were 
studied. All three organisms showed a 99% 
reduction after only 15 minutes of exposure to 
AtmosAir bi-polar ions when compared to a 
control group 



resulted in overall improved air quality in particles, spores and VOC levels while showing a 
reduction in HVAC power demand of 23%. This resulted in over 50 full-scale building 
integrations and growing. In a similar case study, Staples Center in Los Angeles, CA 
studied AtmosAir along with a strategy that included reduction of outside air by 50% and 
downsizing media filters from MERV 14 to 11. The study showed overall better air quality 
with particle and VOC reductions and HVAC power demand decrease of 21%. This study led 
to a full-scale integration of AtmosAir and reduced outside air and downsized filters 
throughout the entire arena. Because Bi-polar ionization will go to the source of 
contamination, a larger percentage of particles are affected than with filter systems. It has 
the effective filtering capacity of MERV 13 filtration without the static load on the air 
system. 
 
 
Comparative Cost Savings and Simple Installation: 
The  technology can enable significant cost reductions when compared to the cost 
of HVAC equipment. Typically HVAC equipment costs approx $1,500 per ton with a ton 
being equal to 400 supply cfm capacity or approx 400 square feet capacity so cost would be 
$3.75 per cfm or square foot. A bi-polar ion system installed costs approx .80 per cfm or per 
square foot, so bi-polar ionization with its ability to reduce outside air and the tonnage 
needed to condition that air, provides a cost effective solution to providing good IAQ in 
buildings. Overall energy use in a typical building is 50% HVAC related and of that HVAC 
energy use is over 50% from having to condition outside air so the energy savings impact is 
substantial. Also AtmosAir systems are very easy to integrate into new or existing HVAC 
systems. Systems can be easily installed into the main supply duct of the HVAC system so 
the bi-polar ion tubes can be inserted into the supply airflow and saturate the interior with 
bi-polar ions. A typical system that can serve up to 15,000 square feet can be installed in 
under an hour. Also the same system uses less than 50 watts of power to operate and 
imparts a negligible static pressure on the airflow, so these systems do not impose an 
energy penalty by their use as adsorbent technologies such as carbon filters or other types 
of air scrubber systems will by their operation. When compared to a high efficiency filter for 
cost of operation, AtmosAir systems will cost 90% less to operate due to the low airflow 
restriction and operating cost.  
 
Some Additional Supportive Research 
 As previously mentioned nosocomial infections in hospitals, especially with highly 
antibiotic resistant germs, infect about a million patients annually, killing about 75,000 of 
them at a cost of about $2 billion. Several published studies have shown the usefulness of 
bipolar ionization controlling airborne bacterial populations.  For example, there is ample 
evidence that airborne route of transmission is important in the epidemiology of several 
nosocomial bacteria including Acinetobacter spp infections (8). Multiple antibiotic resistant 
Acinetobacter spp have emerged as a significant health-care associated infection 
(nosocomial) and these microbes usually become endemic throughout the hospital (9). The 
above cited study reported that Acinetobacter spp cases were reduced from 11 to 2 (p= 
0.007) using bipolar ionization.  Further, this study reported that it is clear that ionization 
has a likely role in prevention of Acinetobacrter infections (8).  

 
There is growing evidence that bioaerosols can be generated in an indoor setting by 
ventilation or air conditioning systems, dust or shed skin disturbance, coughs, and sneezes 
among others (10, 11). Several other studies have demonstrated that hospital activities, 



such as bed making, caused significant aerosolization of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (12, 13). Even nurses polypropylene aprons, along with other plastic materials used 
in a healthcare setting generated static electric fields and collected high numbers of 
microbes (14).  Another study reported that when surgeons perform endoscopic surgery 
they frequently point to a video monitor during the procedure and they found that bacteria 
grew when a gloved hand passed within 4 cm of the monitor but not beyond 8 cm distance 
(15).  In another study, a 40-50 % reduction in microbial air pollution was found after 
employing a 13.5 kV corona-type ion generator every second week in a dental clinic (16). 
Similar types of studies have been conducted for non-biological particles in the 
semiconductor industry. Another major study evaluated the effect of surface charge and air 
ionization on deposits of airborne bacteria (17). They found that implementation of bipolar 
ionization resulted reduction of bacterial deposition. This is important because static 
charges on fomite surfaces may attract resulting deposition in excess of that expected by 
gravitational sedimentation or simple diffusion (17). Their findings suggest that highly 
charged bioaerosols and materials used in patient setting may represent an important new 
avenue for exploration and research into reduction of hospital-acquired infections. 
 
Airborne movement of dust, and other particulates has frequently been implicated as a 
potential mechanism for transmitting Salmonella enteritidis infection in poultry houses (18). 
In order to determine whether air ionization would affect airborne transmission of S. 
enteritidis, baby chicks were housed in four controlled–environment isolation cabinets in 
which airflow was directed across an unoccupied central area from one (“upstream”) group 
of birds to another (“downstream”) group (18). Ionizers were installed in two of the 
caninets. In three replicate trails, groups of chicks were placed in the upstream end of the 
transmission cabinets and orally inoculated with S. enteritidis  at one week of age. On the 
following day, 1-day-old chicks were placed in the downstream end of the cabinets. When 
chicks were sampled at 3 and 8 days post-inoculation, S. enteritidis was found on the surface 
of 89.6% of the downstream chicks from cabinets without negative air ionizers, but on only 
39.6% of the downstream chicks in the presence of the ionizers. Most importantly, 
S.enteritidis was recovered from the ceca of 53.1% of sampled downstream chicks in 
cabinets without ionizers, but only 1 % of the ceca of chicks in cabinets with ionizers 
installed (18). 

 
Studies of the effects of ionization on bacterial aerosols in a burns and plastic surgery unit 
were studied (19). It is known that the microbial contamination of the air in burn units is 
high (20).  A classic study demonstrated in single rooms where isolated patients were 
nursed, the ionization experiments of 24 h periods with -5kV showed lower sedimentation 
bacterial counts during ionization on two repeated occasions (19). The total colony counts 
represent contamination due to staff and patients. Phage typed finger-printing of 
Staphylococcus aureus strains in the air indicate shedding by individual patients. Although 
the sheath bacteria-carrying epithelial cells is large, the number of S. aureus 
bearing particles was significantly decreased by ionization. Clearly the number of S. aureus 
shed by patients in presented cases was also lower during the ionization (19). In a similar 
study, researchers performing experiments with animal respiratory diseases caused by 
Newcastle disease virus suggested that contamination of the air by droplets that carry other 
bacteria like Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Mycoplasma pneumonia, and other microbes (like 
Legionella pneumophila), may also be prevented by ionization of the air (21).  They suggest 
that ionization of air may prove to be an alternative to increased air ventilation and 
filtration (21).  
 



Air ionization has a long history of varied applications. In one published review article on 
the ionization of air for removal of “noxious effluvia”,   a presentation of recent 
developments in the application of controllable air ionization processes that apply 
dielectric-barrier discharge devices to generate non-thermal plasmas have led to 
applications for chemical and biological decontamination in indoor environments (22).  
These include significant reductions in airborne microbes, neutralization of odors, and 
reduction of VOCs.  Also removal of very fine particulates (PMx) is also enhanced by air 
ionization. The physics and chemistry of air ionization, and its utility for contributing to 
significant improvements in indoor air are discussed in detail (22).   
  
The efficacy of bipolar ionization technology against a wide variety of pathogens was 
confirmed through collaborative research (23).  Efficacy in inhibiting of airborne target 
substances noted below was verified by exposing those organisms to an ion concentration 
of at least 3000 ions/cm3. Effective kill was achieved in seconds to minutes dependent upon 
the microbe, the exposure time, and the concentration of ions. Studies have shown that a 
more rapid kill-time can be achieved by increasing concentration of ions. For example, 
Sharp Corporation studies in collaboration with Retroscreen Virology Ltd demonstrated 
that the highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza virus could be inactivated by 99.9% in ten 
minutes using a high bipolar ion concentration of 50,000 ions/cm3 (24). Sharp has also 
shown that reduction by 99% could be achieved in ten minutes at a concentration of 7000 
ions/cm3 (24). It is very important to understand that during actual real-time in-use 
conditions, bipolar ionization systems perform in a continuous steady fashion with 
continuous disinfection so that large bolus concentrations are unnecessary for 
effectiveness.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The results of a series of studies are summarized in the chart below (23, 24): 
 

 
 

Air ionization, although historically well documented and technologically well advanced, is 
just now entering the field of treatment of specific targets in indoor environments, which 
directly affect the IAQ and bring with it the potential for associated health benefits!  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
References: 
 
1)  US-EPA – Indoor Air Quality, www.epa.gov/IAQ, 2016. 

 
2)  NIOSH – Indoor Environmental Quality.cdc.gov.retrieved 2012-03-02 
 
 3) US-EPA - Improve Indoor Air Quality in Schools | Improving Air   Quality in 
2016-02-21 

https://archive.epa.gov/airquality/community/web/html/i-schools.html 
Information on Improving Air Quality in Your Community 

 

4)  Indoor air pollution - World Health Organization 
www.who.int/indoorair/publications/en/17 March 2016; Indoor air 
quality guidelines: household fuel combustion 24 November 2014; Selected 
pollutants: WHO guideline for indoor air quality. 
 
5) IAQ - Introduction to Indoor Air Quality - US EPA 
https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/introduction-indoor-air-quality 
 
6) Tierno, PM. Protect Yourself Against Bioterrorism. Pocket Books Division of 
Simon & Schuster, New York, 2002. 
 
7) Tierno, PM. The Secret Life of Germs. Atria Book Division of Simon and 
Schuster, New York, 2001. 
 
8) Kerr, KG, Beggs CB, et al. Air Ionization and Colonization/Infection with 
Methicillin-resistant S. aureus and Acinetobacter species in an Intensive Care 
Unit. Intensive Care Med 134:315-31, 2006. 
 
9) Marais E, de Jong G, et al. Interhospital Transfer of Pan-resistant 
Acinetobacter strains in Johannesburg, South Africa. Am J Infect control. 32:278-
28, 2004. 
 
10) Schaal, KP. Medical and Microbiological Problems Arising from Airborne 
Infections in Hospital. J Hosp Infect 18:451-459, 1991. 
 
11) Beggs CB. The Airborne Transmission of Infection in Hospital Buildings: Fact 
or Fiction? Indoor Built Envioron 12: 9-18, 2003. 
 
12)  Overton E. Bedmaking and Bacteria. Nurs Times 84:69-71, 1988. 
 
13) Shiomori T, et al. Evaluation of Bedmaking-related Airborne and Surface 
Methicillin-resistant S. aureus Contamination. J Hosp Inf 50:30-55, 2002. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=15&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjxobSd6IHTAhXk54MKHQfKDEsQFgiFATAO&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Findoorair%2Fpublications%2Fen%2F&usg=AFQjCNF2gst2HMJmo8_kM3n8x5SmeTvkLg
https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/introduction-indoor-air-quality


14) Allen J, et al. Static Electric Fields as a Mediator of Hospital Infection. Indoor 
Built Environ 15:49-52, 2006. 
 
15) Becker, R, et al. Static Electricity as a Mechanism of Bacterial Transfer 
During Endoscopic Surgery. Surg Endosc 10:397-399, 1996. 
 
16) Gabbay J et al.  Effect of Ionization on Microbial Air Pollution in the Dental 
Clinic. Environ Res 52:99-106, 1990. 
 
17) Meschke S, et al. The Effect of Surface Charge, Negative and Bipolar 
Ionization on the Deposition of Airborne Bacteria. J Appl Microbiol 106:1133-
1139, 2009. 
 
 
18) Gast RK, et al. Application of Negative Ionization for Reducing Experimental 
Airborne Transmission of Salmonella enteritidis to Chicks. Poultry Science 78:57-
61, 1999. 
 
19) Makela P, et al. Studies on the Effects of Ionization on Bacterial Aerosols in a 
Burns and Plastic Surgery Unit. J Hyg (London) 83:199-208, 1978. 
 
20) Hambraeus A. Studies on the Transmission of Staphylococcus aureus in an 
Isolation Ward for Burned Patients. J Hyg 71:171-175, 1973. 
 
21) Estola T, et al. The Effect of Air Ionization on the Air-borne Transmission of 
Experimental Newcastle Disease Virus Infections in Chickens. J Hyg 83:59-66, 
1979. 
 
22) Daniels SL. On the Ionization of Air for Removal of Noxious Effluvia. IEEE 
transaction on Plasma Science, 30:1471-1481, 2002. 
23) Oxford JS. Efficacy of Cluster Ions on Various Pathogens Confirmed Through 
Collaborative Research. Retroscreen Virology, Ltd, London UK, PC: 2017. 
 
24) Sharp-world.com/corporate/news/080827.html, 2009. 
 
About the author 
 
Dr. Tierno is Professor of Microbiology and Pathology at NYU School of Medicine and 
NYU Langone Medical Center. Dr. Tierno also serves on the Global Hygiene Council. 
Dr. Tierno is the author of the book, The Secret Life of Germs, and has authored or co-
authored several other publications. Dr. Tierno has served on the New York City 
Mayor’s Task Force on Bio Terrorism and is Director of the Scientific Advisor Board of 
Bio Neutral Group Inc.  


