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Threats Against Buildings
Natural, Accidental, and Intentional Incident Risks and Vulnerabilities

This presentation will put the current pandemic in perspective with the experience of many other threats 
that we deal with in designing and operating buildings.  The science and engineering of building design 
and operation is not nearly settled for the current risks and exposures.  ASHRAE’s role in airflow in and 
around buildings, filtration, and ventilation provides the basis for handling natural, accidental, and 
intentional incidents, but not all the current and possible future issues.  On the one hand, ventilation 
systems can dilute, filter, or pressurize to limit movement.  On the other hand, they can provide an opening 
and paths for distribution in and throughout a building.  We have no industry consensus and documented 
experience to show the path forward with these new concerns.
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